
COVID-19 update: 18 March 2020 

The position in Gloucestershire 

• As of yesterday, PHE had formally confirmed 11 cases in the county - 
testing is now focussed on those in hospital, with community testing being 
stepped down. The national systems will be updated in the coming days for 
how cases are reported. 

• Total Deaths in Gloucestershire: 0
• Total Confirmed Cases in South West: 95
• The SCG (Strategic Coordination Group), chaired by Sarah Scott, is the 

multi-agency group consisting of partners across the Local Resilience 
Forum/Gloucestershire area and has met three times and will be meeting 
weekly. It is supported by a “Tactical Coordination Group” (TCG) that makes 
delivers the actions from the SCG.

• New guidance was sent to managers and staff yesterday regarding home 
working arrangements and the new self-isolation and wider government 
guidance.

• Jabber is being rolled out across the organisation today to support better 
remote communication.

• A Business Continuity Management cell has been established to coordinate 
BCM planning.

• All council run libraries and Community Access points will close from 
Monday 23 March until further notice.  In addition, request services such as 
inter library loans and music sets will be suspended

• Community resilience messaging has been shared across all SCG members, 
further work around coordinating offers of community support and requests 
for help is progressing at pace – a specific group reporting to the SCG has 
been set up to do this work

• A further cell to coordinate support for the homeless and our economic 
response have been established

• Responses to councillor questions regarding Covid-19 will be provided via 
video updates from Sarah Scott and other key officers and through this 
regular update

National information 

Total UK Tests: 50,442

Total UK Cases: 1,950

Total UK Deaths: 60 

• Updated guidance called  ‘Staying at Home’ is now available.   The main 
messages are (overleaf):

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


◦ if you live alone and you have symptoms of coronavirus illness 
(COVID-19), however mild, stay at home for 7 days from when your 
symptoms started. (See ending isolation section for more information)

◦ if you live with others and you or one of them have symptoms of 
coronavirus, then all household members must stay at home and not 
leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day 
when the first person in the house became ill

◦ it is likely that people living within a household will infect each other 
or be infected already. Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce 
the overall amount of infection the household could pass on to others 
in the community

◦ for anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they 
need to stay at home for 7 days from when the symptoms appeared, 
regardless of what day they are on in the original 14-day isolation 
period. (See ending isolation section for more information

◦ if you can, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and 
those with underlying health conditions) out of your home, to stay 
with friends or family for the duration of the home isolation period

◦ if you cannot move vulnerable people out of your home, stay away 
from them as much as possible

◦ if you have coronavirus symptoms:
▪ do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital
▪ you do not need to contact 111 to tell them you’re staying at 

home
▪ testing for coronavirus is not needed if you’re staying at home

◦ plan ahead and ask others for help to ensure that you can 
successfully stay at home and consider what can be done for 
vulnerable people in the household

◦ ask your employer, friends and family to help you to get the things 
you need to stay at home

◦ wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and 
water, or use hand sanitiser

◦ if you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home, or your 
condition gets worse, or your symptoms do not get better after 7 
days, then use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service. If you do not 
have internet access, call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999

Social distancing  In case you have not yet seen it, here is the latest guidance on 
social distancing for everyone in the UK and protecting older people and 
vulnerable adults, which was published on 16 March 2020. This guidance also 
includes a note on the group of vulnerable people who are at even higher risk of 
severe illness from COVID-19, and who should therefore expect to be contacted 
directly with advice on the more stringent measures they should take in order to 
keep themselves and others safe

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance#ending-isolation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance#ending-isolation
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people%2Fguidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults&data=02%7C01%7CAnne.Devereux%40communities.gov.uk%7Cd69f68a5de10497893e208d7caa261fd%7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8%7C0%7C0%7C637200671166178085&sdata=%2BjsmsnSM%2FJVZLKY9d6jf2fN3yz%2BOqnqLtmEsmZB6lis%3D&reserved=0


A summary of Government guidance is below:

The Government has published the following relevant guidance:

• Social distancing
• Employers and businesses
• Mass gatherings
• Residential care provision, supported living provision and home care 

provision
• The DfE has set up a helpline offering guidance for anyone with education 

related questions
Other information and guidance is available here

Corona Ebook   produced by NHS

• Coronavirus - what you need to know
• What is self-isolation and why is it important?
• 5 things you can do to protect yourself and your community
•

A link to the main NHS page:

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

And here is a link to the other CDC - in the US with some useful community 
information.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/
guidance-community-faith-organizations.html

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-guidance-for-mass-gatherings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-residential-care-supported-living-and-home-care-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-residential-care-supported-living-and-home-care-guidance
https://twitter.com/educationgovuk/status/1234468606991380480?s=21
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance
https://greatrissingtonpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/03/Corona-Ebook.pdf
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/01/23/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-know/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/02/20/what-is-self-isolation-and-why-is-it-important/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/03/04/coronavirus-covid-19-5-things-you-can-do-to-protect-yourself-and-your-community/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/guidance-community-faith-organizations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/guidance-community-faith-organizations.html

